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On the hdlistic processing strategy

Hiroyuki Kaiho and Takeshi Deguchi (Institute of Psycholoy, University of Tsukuba, Ibaraki,
305, Japan)

Abstract

The purpose of this paper was to review previous studies purporting to focus on the holistic
processing strategy and think of its significance. The increased interest in holistic strategy coin-
cides with works on a family-resemblance principles in category learning. In the beginning, it was
argued whether holistic processing is a cognitive “style” or not. Then the occurrence conditions
were examined from the following factors: ®)stimulus factor (e.g., the separability of dimensional
differences); ®)task factor (e.g., the degree to which holistic processing is prompted by explicit
task demands) ; (©) subject factor (e.g, the amount of processing resources that the subject
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possesses) .
educational guidance were discussed.

Further, the implications of this study for linking holistic processing, intuition, and
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