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A general theory of event-structure and its application to the problems of perception
Takayoshi Kaneko (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

In the concluding chapter of his book, Theories of Perception and the Concept of Structure
(1955); F. H. Allport presented his tentative statements on a theory of event-structure with its
application to the problems of perception. In Allport’s general scheme, perceptual aggregate is
basically a self-closing circular structure of ongoing processes - and - events. Multiple character.of -
the aggregate manifold is called n-lays. Spatial feature of circularity is c-lays and the cyclical
activity is r-lays. Abundant random elements of aggregates make it possible to conceptualize
event-region and probability density of events.

On those and other conceptual tools, Allport tried to explain perceptual facts such as dimen-
sions, constancy and invariants, facilitation and inhibition, meanings, collectivities et cetera. In-
side-outside problems, immanent in every theory of perception, were to be solved in the order of
structure. Allport’s enduring aim was to expel the ghost of linear-molar agencies from theories of
perception.
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