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A Developmental Study of Immanent Justice

A

Yayoi Watanabe (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

This paper reported an attempt to test whether immanent justice responses would decrease
with age. Subjects participating in this research were 251 subjects ranging from kindergarten, 2nd,
4th, 6th in the elementary school, to university. They were administered some stories and
questions about children who trangressed and then experienced some adversity by means of short
vignettes. They were also administered General Anxiety Scale, surveys about superstitious

disposition to test the relationship between personality factor and the idea of immanent justice.
Results showed that even older children and students used immanent causality to explain the
contiguity between the misdeed and the adversity. These data were interpreted as inconsist with
both Piagetian and an information-processing models of immanent justice responses.
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