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The relations of young children’s understanding of representational change, false belief, and the
apperanace-reality distinction

Yukari Shirotani and Kazuaki Sugihara (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba
305, Japan)

This research investigated the relations among children’s ability to understand re-
presentational change, false-belief, and the appearance-reality distinction. All tasks had questions
to distinguish two different representations of one object. There were correlations between
performance on all three tasks. Children’s performance on false-belief question was the best and
their performance on representational change question was the worst. These results showed that
children’s perfomance on three tasks seems to have developmental order. The relations of these
abilities and what causes their understandings were discussed.
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