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Effects of real experiences on cognitive development in preschool children

Kazuaki Sugihara, Ichiro Ohkawa, Yoko Niwa, Yukari Shirotani, and Hiroki Yamamoto
(Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305, Japan)

Children in modern society seem to form their cognition on various objects based on indirect
experiences, eg. TV, books or magazines etc. In this research, we investigated the effects of real
experience of animal breeding on preschool children’s knowledge on animals. In study 1, we
studied animal breeding in the home. In study 2, relations between children’s experience and their
knowledge of hens, were studied. In study 3, effects of hen breeding experience in kindergarden
on knowledge of hens in preschool children were discussed.
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