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Development of nest box lift for small arboreal mammals

(Japanese dormouse)

Sugiyama Masanori, Kadowaki Seishi
Technical Service Office for Agricultural and Forestry Research Center
(Yatsugatake Forest)
Faculty of Life and Environmental Sciences
University of Tsukuba, 462-4 Nobeyama, Minamimaki-mura, Minamisaku-gun Nagano, 384-1305 Japan

To investigate the habitats of the Japanese dormouse, nest boxes for capture were installed at a height about 1.5 m
above ground for easy installation and observation. The reason for this is that, if the boxes are installed at a high
location, then a great deal of labor is needed to walk around with the ladder for inspection, and there are also safety
issues because nest box inspection involves work at a high place. In this case, we devised a technique in which an
inexpensive pulley for lifting nest boxes is made with PVC pipe and cable ties, and boxes are lifted and lowered with
colored wire. The pulley is mounted at a height of about 6 m without using a ladder by employing a saw for cutting high

tree branches. This enables safe investigation without climbing trees.

Keywords: small arboreal mammals, Japanese dormouse, nest box lift
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