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The impact of attraction and communication behaviors on the desire to become closer within
pairs of opposite gender strangers
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The purpose of this study is to examine whether or not interpersonal attraction at a first encounter
and communication behaviors during dyadic interaction promote the desire to build a close relationship
within opposite gender strangers. The participants were 60 Japanese students (30 males and 30
females), and each participant was paired with an unknown participant of the opposite gender, thus
creating 30 pairs in total. They participated in two interaction sessions, which were for two minutes
and ten minutes respectively. Seven kinds of behavior for each participant during the interactions were
coded. The participants also completed questionnaires concerning interpersonal attraction before the
interactions and degree of desire to build a close relationship after the interactions. The results indicate
that attractive appearance promotes the desire to build a close relationship. This paper also discusses
some advice for people who are experiencing problems related to romantic love.
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