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Viewers" comprehension of clues indicating the past in film

Masahiko Aoyama and Hiroyuki Kaiho (Imustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba

305-8572, Japan)

The purpose of this paper is to examine how viewers comprehend the past in film. For

this purpose, two investigations and one experiment were conducted. Investigations revealed the

following results: (1) the subjects could identify the past very easily, quickly and precisely,

and (2) these identifications were based on changes between scenes and prior information.

The experiment which examined the effects of filtering showed some robust effects on

impressions. For example, after adding a sepia-colored filter, present scenes were perceived

negatively; but past scenes were not. These results suggest that clues such as editing techni-

ques should be seen as functioning as part of a systematic whole, rather than in isolation.

The importance ‘of understanding this holistic aspect of clues is discussed further.
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