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The Sacred Heart Teardrop of an Imperial Minister:
Meiji Protestantism and Religious Tourism

OKAMOTO Ryosuke

The travels of Yamada Toranosuke to sacred places were the first instances of
religious tourism in modern Japan and his records of traveling to Rome and Palestine
influenced travelers who followed like Tokutomi Roka. However, these books are filled
with defamation and abuse toward foreign people and society. As a result, Yamada has
come to be seen as an ignorant and impolite tourist. In this paper we will reexamine
the sociocultural contexts of his travel and discover the structure of Yamada's religious
tourism experience. Yamada experienced holy places from two points of view: historical
authenticity and poetic intuition. Moreover, we will reconfirm that the Meiji Protestant-
ism Yamada lived was accepted as not only religious belief but also a historical view. In
other words, Meliji Protestantism was tied up with social Darwinism and the Enlighten-
ment thought that supported Western civilization. In holy places Yamada did not seek
out the vestige of the sacred past. On the contrary, he detected the good omen of the
brilliant future of modern Japan. Yamada's religious tourism reflected the unique ar-
rangement of the religious and the secular in Meiji Japan.
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