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The Ethnic Chinese and the Chinatowns in Laos:

Focusing on the Case of Vientiane

YAMASHITA Kiyomi

O O The purpose of this study is to discuss the regional characteristics of the ethnic Chinese
community in Laos. Researches into the ethnic Chinese community of Laos are the poorest of all
the Southeast Asian countries. Information about the Chinese community in Laos is extremely
small. Therefore the author assembled and analyzed those fragmentary reports in Taiwan,
mainland China, Japan, and so on.

O O As well as studying the report, the author also examined the decline and state of the old
Chinatown through fieldwork in Vientiane. The author also viewed the actual conditions of the
formation of the new Chinatown formed by the Chinese newcomers from Yunnan Province and
other parts of China. The increase of Chinese newcomers has been changing the traditional
structure of the Chinese communities in Laos.

0 O Socialism of Laos in 1975 damaged the economy of ethnic Chinese there. As a result of this,
many ethnic Chinese had to leave for other foreign countries. Chinese communities of Laos
descent were built up in France, the United States, Australia, and other countries.

0 O As you can see from the Vientiane based Lieutou Public School’s alumni association, the
ethnic Chinese community in Laos is bound to the Chinese communities of oversea countries.

0 O The economy of the ethnic Chinese in Laos has been picking up. This is because of the
opening and reform lines of the economy, and promoting market economy based on Chintanakarn
Mai Policy (The New Thinking) in 1986. So far the Chinese community in Laos has strong
relationship with their neighbor country, Thailand. In the present state of affairs, the impact of
China has been great day by day.

Key words: ethnic Chinese, Chinatown, Chinese newcomer, Vientiane, Laos





