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A review of recent studies

Toshinori Ishikuma (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)
Etsuko Kamimura (Kanagawa Prefectural Institute for Children with Special Educational Needs,
Fujisawa 252-0813, Japan)

The purpose of this study is to investigate what kind of support teachers can provide to
parents for them to function as effective members of the cooperative support team for a child with
disabilities. Research into the stresses, social support and support network for the parents of
chilren with disabilities is reviewed in this study. While stress studies have suggested that the
school may he a stressor to the parents, social support studies have pointed out that those involved
expect different kinds of support from different members of the support team. To help parenfs cope,
further research is needed into effective methods of teacher-provided-support in terms of the
support needs of parents. Teachers in special educational schools will be required to develop their

skills to build partnerships with parents.
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