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Asymmetries in inter-domain transfer and retrieval within analogy

Kunio Nikata and Hiroyuki Kaiho (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba

305-8572, Japan)

To date, much of the analogy research has focused on processes of inter-domain transfer by
comparing two isomorphic problems. However, recent studies indicate that pair of isomorphs are
processed asymmetrically. In present study, we analyze the qualitative differences in Duncker's 4
“convergence analogy problem” from sevreal perspectives, and estimate the ease of under-standing
and the ease of analogical processing of each problem.

The result of an experiment indicate that there are marked asymmetries within both transfer
and retrieval. Based on these results, we discuss how qualitative in-formation about problems

influences the analogy process.
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