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Abstract

In this paper, I consider how the principle of organizing traditional female
groups changed during Japan’s turning point period of rapid economic growth.
From 1955 to 1973 the Japanese economy maintained a high growth rate which
annually exceeded 10%. Moreover, by the end of this period Japan's GNP ranked
second in the world, while primary industry stagnated during the same period. For
this reason village populations decreased through flows out to urban centers. In
recent years, there has been increased concern within the discipline of folklore
studies in regard to the influence of high economic growth on village society.
Previous research (Cf. National History Museum, 2010} has examined the change of
villages from the perspective of political policy and economy in relation to national
or local levels of government. However, in what follows I focus on the process in
which women performed inter-social choices, taking particular social relations and
leaving others, whose decisions were influenced by, for example, enrollment or
employment during the period of rapid economic growth.

Every village on the Oshika Peninsula of Miyagi Prefecture that is discussed in
this paper has a social structure called nenrei kaitee or an age grade system. There
was men's group called Keyaku-ko and women'’s group called Jo-kochu in every
village in the Oshika region, and only a family successor and his wife were able to
join. That is to say, there were clearly wives who “can join” and wives who “cannot
join" the village Jo-kochu. This was a long standing tradition, but, as I herein
discuss, the attitude of the wives towards the exclusiveness of the Jo-kochu begins

to change from the 1960s on. Family circumstances were the main precedent to the
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social order of country-side fishing town villages such as Charahama, because the
villagers™ occupations were various. Moreover, in order for any women to join the
group a mother-in-law’s permission was required. Therefore, Oharahama villagers
came to emphasised the home and individual more than the village system. It is,
so-to-speak, the awakening of individualism. When the number of married women
working outside of the home increased from around 1960, they often chose not
to join the group. These working wives often chose “does not to join Jo-kochu *.
Nevertheless, more “typical” fishing villages such as Kybunhama and Kobuchi
maintained traditional rule for the group. However, from around 1965, fishery
management began to diversify; for example, one might run a guesthouse as a side
business, or change to aquaculture as a means of income, etcetera. The work of
unpaid wives was qualitatively altered by these shifts. This generation of women
began to have the premarital experience of going to school or working in urban
areas for a daily wage while wives born before the Second World War generally
did not have such experiences. Thus, wives born after the second World War found
meaning in going to work and meeting friends outside the traditional confines
of the Jo-kochu system. For many of them, village society relationships could be
accompanied by some tense relations. It made them think that they liked to do
something good for village at their gatherings.

Both of the change from wives who “cannot join" to wives who “do not join™ and
the process whereby voluntary activity within the village system transformed from
Jo-kochu are that into the group of a voluntary activity of the village system from
a group are the change of wives’ motivation to living in a village. These changes
are based on based on various factors such as demographic shift and change of

personal experience of women.
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