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Disasters seen as “Emergent Phenomena”
—How did people respond to various information when Higashi-Nihon-
Daishinsai(The Great East Japan Earthquake) hit Japan?—
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Abstract

Abstract : On 11" of March 2011, a very severe earthquake and tsunami hit
the Tohoku Region of Japan. As a result of this catastrophic incident, over 19,000
citizens are dead and missing. And a lot of refugees in the Tohoku Region and
other regions faced poverty of food, drinking water, gasoline and medicines for a
several months. At the time of writing this paper (August 2012), this catastrophic
situation still continues in Fukushima Prefecture where the damaged nuclear
energy plants are located and in the other Tohoku prefectures where many still
can’'t go back to their towns and homes. In my view, this catastrophic is brought
about (at least partly) through the neglect of the meanings of disasters as “emergent
phenomena” that can't be explained by simple reason or calculations. In this sense,
in many cases, disasters including Higashi-Nihon-Daishinsai emerge as non-linear
phenomena. In this paper, the author tries to find out the relations among various
causes, effects, results, phenomena, events and people’s attitudes towards disasters,
examining a variety of research data, news reports, documents and reports of

previous disasters. as well as this disaster.
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