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The Role of “Cultural Activities,” “Autonomous Activities,” and “Rehabilitation
Activities” in Developing and Implementing Social Studies Units at an Affiliated
Elementary School of the Tokyo Second Normal School for Men:

The Implementation Process of Social Studies in Experimental Schools in 1947
designated by the Textbook Bureau of the Ministry of Education

Masanori SHINOZAKI

The objective of this study is to analyze the role of “cultural activities,” “autonomous
activities,” and “rehabilitation activities” in developing and implementing Social Studies
Units at an Affiliated Elementary School of the Tokyo Second Normal School for Men, in
order to clarify the specifics of developing and implementing Social Studies Units in
Experimental Schools in 1947 designated by the Textbook Bureau of the Ministry of
Education. To achieve this, I first analyze the movement of this School from (?) 1945 to

» o«

May of 1947. Then I examine the School's “cultural activities,” “autonomous activities,”
and “rehabilitation activities.” Third, I analyze the relationship between the three
activities and curriculum structure and unit organization in Social Studies Units.

The findings of the study are as follows. First, during the early postwar period, while
this School was focusing its efforts on improving the school environment through

» o«

“cultural activities,” “autonomous activities,” and “rehabilitation activities” the
establishment of Experimental Schools, designated by the Textbook Bureau of the
Ministry of Education, lead to the implementation of the Course of Study for Social
Studies I (Tentative, 1947), and provided an opportunity to begin research into social
studies. Second, “cultural activities” aimed to develop independent research activities and
enhanced children’s education by treating the curriculum in comprehensive and concrete
terms and applying teachings to daily life. “Autonomous activities” aimed to cultivate a
capability for autonomy. From 1947, the content of “rehabilitation activities” became
focused on labor, whereas “cultural activities” and “autonomous activities” were
reorganized as “research activities” and “autonomous activities” respectively within a
new subject “free study.” Third, the objectives outlined and “problem units” in Social

Studies I were referenced during the process of developing the social studies units, while



specific units were related to the three activities described above.

It is understood from the above that in the Experimental Schools, while references were
made to the objectives outlined and “problem units” in Social Studies I when establishing
the curriculum, there were movements to create social studies units for specific teaching

” o«

units based on past school experience. These were “cultural activities,” “autonomous
activities,” and “rehabilitation activities.” This indicates that the information contained in
Social Studies I was not fully incorporated into the social studies units developed before

the implementation of social studies in September 1947 by the Experimental Schools.
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