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Conceptualism and Learner Reality:
Theoretical Grounding for Learning Research

Toshiki KOJIMA

The purpose of this study is to discuss theoretical possibilities of subjective research
and these practical prospects. Subjective knowledge has been a concern of qualitative
researchers. Moreover, recently, practical followers of these researchers have focused on
the subjectiveness of learners. However, with reference to Polanyi’s objections to the
myth of neutrality and objectivity, the doubt about the possibility in research and
practices raises questions, and a double meaning exists. The first question: Can
researchers properly process somebody’s subjectiveness? The second question: Can
researchers properly process subjective data subjectively? Therefore, this study
examines subjective data on learning and subjective approaches in learning research.

On the point of the theoretical possibility of subjective data, learner reality is
reconsidered from the perspective of Vernaculum. Since Vernaculum presupposes
Conceptualism which allows what the learner learns to be able to be described containing
elements of (however, without being adulterated with) what the teacher teaches, this
learner reality can be regarded as one kind of subjective data with which researchers can
process.

On the point of the theoretical possibilities of the subjective approach, it is clarified
that existing approaches are insufficient for the aims of subjective researchers. In
addressing this situation, a new approach grounded by Transcendental Pragmatics and
Philosophical Behaviorism has been suggested. This can be set as Polanyi’s goal without
relying on illusory objectivity and dogmas.

The approach suggested in this study is able to subjectify learner reality as
Vernaculum sufficiently. This approach urges that learner reality should be described as
observable performance and demonstrated as executable performance and makes
subjective research on learning grounded theoretically. This raises the reconsideration of

learning achievements in light of evaluation based on performance.
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