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Assessment of attachment toward mother in middle childhood with family drawings

Junko Honda and Shigeo Sakurai (Imstitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba, 305-

8572 Japan)

The purpose of this study is to develop an assessment of children’s representational models of
self and mother in family drawings. Participants were 9-12 year-olds in elementary schools.
Drawings were scored using a series of specific signs in a previous study (Fury, Carlson & Sroufe,
1997) and several new signs. Two subscales which were “avoidance from mother” and “ambivalence
toward mother”, were developed. The results of this study support the use of children’s drawings
as a potentially robust measure for tapping into children’s representational models of attachment
toward mother during middle childhood in Japan. Two subscales with modified and expanded
checklist of specific signs showed enough reliability and construct validity. Implications for future

research were discussed.
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