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The Potential of Public Archeology

IcAarAsHI, Satoe

Ono, Sumiko

Teshima is an island located in the Inland Sea of Japan well known for its rich natural beauty.
However, contrary to the natural richness and beauty of the island, it is also infamous as the site of a
major industrial waste scandal known as the “Teshima Affair”. This rich natural environment
includes land designated as national park in the Mizugaura area which was the setting for the
“Teshima Affair”. This area affected by industrial contamination also contains three archaeological
sites.

Although 18 prehistoric and ancient sites have been surveyed and located on Teshima, use and
promotion of these ruins is limited because few people know of their existence. Consequently there
is no detailed explanation of the sites and archacological material recovered from them and most
people have no knowledge of these sites.

In an attempt to change this we have been conducting public archeology fieldwork in Teshima
since 2007 and have undertaken various practical activities. Through this experience, we understand
that archaeological research and future public archeology at these sites is not limited to an
educational program of increasing darchaeological knowledge through the separation of research and
practice.

The use of citizens in public archaeology at the sites produced research themes and in turn
research application creates a cyclic effect between necessary research design, the public and

presentation.
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