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The Presence and Usage of Spolia in Akoris

MoRikAwA, Manami

Spolia is a term for reused material. In Akoris, a middle Egyptain site, many buildings from the
Western Temple area contain Spolia. In Akoris, former temple and monument construction
materials are reused as Spolia. This thesis focuses on religious buildings from the Roman to Coptic
periods and the study of Spolia used in construction of these newer monuments.

Analysis indicates that Spolia in Akoris consist of two different types: 1) ancient material
reused due to its value 2) and due to its quality and durability. Spolia present in second century
construction were still in relatively good condition indicating that Roman emperors ruled even local
societies like Akoris in good order. Their presence and condition later in the sixth and seventh
century is harder to define suggesting a decline in traditional religions, urban expansion and
population increase. Of interest is the fact that other similar cases occurred throughout the
mediterranean world at the same time.

The survival of these reused materials into Christian periods seems to indicate their being part

of an inherited social memory.
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