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A descriptive framework for analysis of language within the classroom as a developmental
environment

Takashi Ito and Yuji Moro (Imstitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572,
Japan)

This paper proposes a framework for analyzing language development. In this proposal,
language development is understood as change within physical and social relationships. This view
emphasizes institutional transitions in the child’s world, particularly the transition ‘from home to
classroom’. We review studies of classroom discourse by taking the perspective of the classroom as
'social cognitive ecology' and ‘institutional context’. Finally, we discuss the validity and weakness of
the framework, stressing that the analytic units of language development should be interactive
collaborative processes, and that communicative performance in context should be an important
criteria in assessing language development.
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