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Differences in the numbers of word associations for three kinds of affective words

Fumiko Gotoh and Nobuo Ohta (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-

8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate differences in the number of word associations for
three kinds of affective two-kanji compound words (122 negative, 146 positive, and 120 neutral
valence words). These kanji words were surveyed for affective valence, imagery, and ease of
learning (Gotoh & Ohta, 2001) together with frequency based on the National Language Research
Institute (1976). Two hundred and forty four university students were asked to write associated
words within a 20-second period for each word. The results showed that although the number of
word associations for negative words was greater than for both positive and neutral words, there
were no significant differences between positive and neutral words. A positive correlation was also
found between imagery and the number of association words for all three kinds of affective words.
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