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The effect of repeated foraging experience on food handling behavior in rats(Ratius norvegicus)

Yasuhiro Onuki and Junshiro Makino (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, T3ukuba

305-8572, Japan)

Food handling behavior in rats(Rattus norvegicus) is influenced by the size of the food. Rats

swallow small pieces of food directly at the food site and carry large pieces of food to their nest

for consumption. It has been suggested that rats carry food in order to avoid exposing themselves

to predators. In the present study, a long-term food handling choice test was conducted involving
four different sized food pellets. However, food-carrying rates for each size of food remained
constant throughout the testing period. This result suggests that food handling behavior in rats is

based on hard-wired defensive mechanisms.
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