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Research in basic and practical Psychology considering Educational Psychoogy’s “Mode Theory”

Kazuaki Sugihara (Institude of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan)

Relationships between basic and practical research in psychology are discussed considering
“mode theory”. According to mode theory, there are two types of scientific research; mode I is
the discipline of basic research, and mode II is practical research, also known as a
trans-discipline (not inter-discipline), in that it is based on a new type of research covering both
disciplines. In this paper, it is explained that educational psychology should be positioned in
mode II. Therefore, we can solve practical problems on education through educational
psychology. Also, education and research in the “night school” (master program) of Tsukuba
University for working professionals is also based on mode II. Both research in mode I and

127

mode II are important in education and research within universities and society.
Key words: “mode theory”, practical research, educational psychology
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