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Development of self-determination and distinct social rules in childhood and adolescence

Naohiro Matsuo and Kunijiro Arai (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba
305-8572, Japan)

The purpose of this study was to clarify the relation between distinct social rules and
self-determination in childhood and adolescence. Elementary school pupils, junior and senior
high school students answered questionnaires concerning self-determination and self-judgement of
social rules. In a factor analysis, self-judgement about social rules was divided into four distinct
domains; moral, conventional, personal-home, and personal-school.Self-judgement in each of four
domains was related with self-determination differently, and subjects perceiving differences in
social rules. The findings suggest that subjects who exhibit high self-determination have to
appreciate the significance of moral, convention, and personal judgement through their
experiences.
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