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The Notion of Wisdom among College Students

[-Huey Lu and kazuaki Sugihara (Iustitude of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572,
Japan)

To understand how people think about wisdom, a study was undertaken to investigate what
kind of implicit theories people have regarding wisdom. 135 college students were asked to name
a “wise person” he or she knows and to describe this person freely. 84 items of “impressions
about the wise person” were collected, and 64 of them were used as items on an image
questionnare. According to a factor analysis, 5 factors were found to be important to the notion
of wisdom. 1) Judgement in problem solving and judgement of people 2) Strong confidence in self
and purpose of life 3) Attitude regarding flexibility and obictivity 4) Empathy toward others
and good communication ability 5) Skill in use of knowlege in daily life. The results showed
that other items such as leadership and the richness of knowledge were of less importances
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for the notion of wisdom.
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