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Spatial changes in the size of attended area with the successive presentation of a character

Masamitsu Kasukawa and Tadashi Kikuchi (Institule of Psychology, University of Tsukuba,

Tsukuba, 305-8572, Japan)

The cue digit and the target letter was presented successively with incompatible distactors.
The size of cue was kept constat, while the size of target was changed in five steps.
Participants were asked to discriminate both the cue and target characters, with reaction times
to the target being measured to examine a process of adjusting the width of attentional focus.
The results show faster target discrimination when the target was same in size as cue. The delay
of reaction time was more pronounced for smaller target then for larger one, suggesting that a
more time consuming process is required for narrowing the width of attentional focus than for

widening.

Key words: spatial attention, zoom lens model of attention, cueing, character discrimination.
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