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Positive illusions for children and adults

Miki Toyama and Shigeo Sakurai (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572,
Japan)

The purpose of this study was to investigate the developmental process of positive illusions
in children and adults. A questionnaire concerning positive illusions was completed by 274
children (grade 4=87, grade 5=91, and grade 6=94) in Study 1, and 73 adults in Study 2.
The results revealed that there are differences in the existence of positive illusions and in how
positive illusions are manifested according to developmental level. Fourth graders exhibit neither
positive nor negative illusions and tend to regard themselves as being equal to the average child.
In general, S5th graders and 6th graders exhibit negative illusions. In contrast, adults exhibit
positive illusions in almost all aspects. These findings suggest that rather than having cognitive
factors, motivational factors, such a self-presentational strategy, are important for positive
illusions.
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BLTw3. ) LEMEOTTRHIZER SN LD
A, THGOEREOR WL ) ITEN-ZERIZ, A
AREMIGEISIICEZ TV ETHETH L T
BEIF 4T 42— 3 »(positive illusion) D
EZFHTHA.

RYF47T - AVa—-Yarkid, BLEHNE
BIZEDCBENA T ADZ ETHY, TEBRICHE
ET5Hb0 - 2%, AFICHERIBRLZDE
BT AEMIA XA -V METHE, LER
E b (Taylor & Brown, 1988).

X 542, Taylor & Brown(198%)i%, K¥ 7«
TeAYa—Yark, OQDEBFEEZRY 7147
12 & 5 2 5 (sell-aggrandizement), (2) BA DK%
BEICE 2 A (B AR %8B 3228) (unrealistic op-
timism), (3)¥FFICHT$ 5 HOOMKEIT % & < FIlr
4 5 (exaggerated perception of control) ® 3 DD%H
HhoiRz, ZO3DORITFTAT -4 a—V1

DOFD, FBHICEEZAL, BCEREELE
Z, BAOFRKLHL (CHE, BUOHHIIZEL
FLAERDPRONAEN)DTHA.

FRRIZBWTE, RP9TA4 7T A1) a—Ta s
B OOk 4 28, HIEICHFET 5 2 & HERR
ENTWwWA( & 2, Brown, 1986 Dunning,
Meyerowitz, & Holzberg, 1989; Markus & Nurius,
1986). & I A%, bOPEOWMRLMET L L, &
L THAAL, FkALIEREBRZVOITE O
B9, HAHVIZEACTETHNA TAPEETHL I L
DRBENTWA (28 21X, =, 1995 Heine &
Lehman, 1995; Kasima & Triandis, 1986).

UL, #HL1999) 13, ZhE ToRRACBIT
5 HCHN, AR TREROFER, IR0
SEICR- TOECHEAMOMEIC DWW THE SN
bOTHLI LEIERL, EFEANTHEOAL
EORMP—HEEALLEVDRAHEAAIZE
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TEETHA LELLNLECHRHMOAEIZENT
i, BAANCBW TS, BOUEBNENA T, T
ThbRIFAT A a—TarPRonbZ &
AFEIEL.

FHL(1999) 1 & B &, FE (kFAE, EFERE)
DHETZHOD ) FIZBWTIE, SHeEs GLR)
LIRS, & AV IS (HEH) ofEIZ B W
TP CBCETUNATAERY T4 7 - 4
Ja—Ya it LlTIhEdrlTsa47 - A4
Ja—YgryERILIZTH)DVHETH B,
TR LHESOBEIZ BV TIE, BARAIBWT
BRIV F 4T A a—TarPROLNAIERE
W7z L 7z,

FLT, TROOERIIN LT T —HER
T8y B 3% (independent-interdependent construal
of self) JEWVIMEZHAWT, EELMATVA,
2F ), HEKENBCEBEEAETLHARNE, #
NEABE D SBRI2 70 B R E O R AED B
BRI L 0, ARESRIREEOMEIC BV
TRIYFA4T A Ya—Ta yARRONOTIE:
WREEZTWADTH 5,

P EomIBEE, BHERAZBW AR T4 7 - A4
Ja—YarvPIFEETLIEERRBETLINTDH
B, LHhLINbiE, 40k IAEEICELNSIE
BTHY, RITF47 - 42—V ar0iERE
A DWW TV E ZRE s Twiwn,

FIT, KW TERI T4 7 -4 )= av
DIEERPTER RS FE—BEORA L LT, FEY
DA o seEBREOwmRESE, 2 TIIBE®IIEL)
EHAMFE2)ZRNBIZLT, YT 7 A
Ja—Va VHBOREENRE 2 IERNITY 2 b
FEHHET S,

sl

Taylor & Brown (1988) 2SRIE L 7= KT 5 4 7 -
AV 2=YavD3IOOEHDNDIELED1DOTHA
"TBOBEEE2RY 71 7ICRAB LF, HT &G
T)CEEELTT, BECBVWTLRYF 1
T oA a=Ta (BB ITTFAT - 41 2—
TaBEROENBEONEID, T LEORS
DHIE, HORMOEOAEIZRES NS DOp 55
N ST e AN S = B

1) Kifgec TEC, OFEBICESAE YO, Sl
(199 DFER LY, THE, OHBICBLTIRAF
TAT AV a—ParvtRIF47 - f)a—T3
Y OHFEHPEIREN 2 H S TH B,

%20 &

Hik

WRER KB AN O /NEE 4 £4:89% (B F55
&, F34%), 5 EAL (B T4TR, T4
%), 6 MG (B F51%, F43%R) D74
(BF153%, LTF1214).

R EUFA4 7 AV a—Va ilETAE
RS - ML Q99 IC & B RV T4 7 - A )a—T3
VEMET AEMMK (BT, OHEE) 2 /NEEIZE
I ISR LA DER VA ZhiE THK
M, TREEANOBRE, THRRME), TEEN,, TH
KRR, O 5 DO TS HE, &4 5HE OF25HE
HoHmashTtws, #hb(1999) icdERm L, "HL
75 ADBRELLERTH L2100 LEFET
g LRI AR R Ve, SERBEEFE(T— 1
By oo-wvwngz, Tog, bbb nzihn(Bi
FEHRLLOWTHAB), "15H;, TV TH5
(ex. TRILZ SADBRELIANT, /IR
LuwekBnFEdhr).

FHEE LROEMMKLN999E 6 FICERS I
7o EIE 7 I AEMTIThN, REEEAVE HE
H%5iA5 0 TR I HE S 8 5 iRl ks
BHE N,

BREEE

ZHRMEROEE LT 'DCy BA LT DF
¥l CAEHEREAT Table 1 IR ENTW S, TDCy
B, HORME (7 9 2A0BRE) EREFICA
ZLTWAEREIZIE T, A, BCEME LY OE
MIZAR L TWABEIIR TS AnEE, HicAD
PME LY IETLTCVAEEICIEY S T ADEE
L b,

RIZ, RITF4T - A)a—TaryihgEeIosTn
BONEDDEBRET L0, FE, REOD
FRE(=0) L DENE IBEICL OBE L. =
DWEFE T, KEBD ADFHRY R AN~ T
BOORBLETHL AR BT, Wi EAREHT
HHEL, ThEk TfJa—-TYar, L2 5, +
bbb, ™DC, BN, HEILLETHIE TEY
TAT A Va—Tary, B FICEECAETHI
W Tx 77 A Va—Var, PERELTR
bNAZEXERT A, IREOHERD Tablel 12
RENTWS,

BHEED o TRITF AT A a—T g rhs
RoNnzolk, HM2et, @ “FED 7 EAND,
BB BHUNT THEM, @ Rl #L kA"
DIBEHDHRTH o7z, 4EEIZBNTORKY
TAT AN z2—=Ta rBRENLDIE, TEREA
DR, © “MEEASTES", “BEPSV BL
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Table 1 TEdI2BITE THD, OFEFY BEFL) B LU tREOHE
4 4 (n=289) 5 4E4 (n=91) 6 A (n=94)
DC L1l DC L1l DC tfil
AT
KBTS D 67 (54) 1180°% 40 (68) 554" 37 (66) 5517
HrhTns —36 (66) 513"% —38 (65) 568" -39 (50) 646"
IZAELDTHAS —43 (64) 632" —43 (67) 611" —56 (60)  9.16™W
3N 52 (64)  760%" 22 (83) 253"® 35 (74) 458"
L —03 (70) 46 —24 (74) 34 —34 (68) 485"
BBRAOBRE
WARATTE B 13 (55) 232" 19 (65) 2757 —23 (62) 358"
e —03 (61) 52 .33 (70) 449" —37 (67) 536"V
FHEN D B 04 (80) 53 —20 (79) 238" ™  —24 (76) 313"W
VBHVBHLET LR TV =17 (71) 224" =32 (73) 417" —31 (72) 416"
BB Se 18 (79) 2147 —03 (82) 38 15 (75) 104" W
%mﬂ """""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
PELW 09 (53) 158 —24 (58) 395"%  —26 (57) 437"W
B TH D 15 (63) 218" —24 (64) 3617 —22 (59) 367"
ThBTHD 04 (60) 71 ~32 (67) 457" —26 (60) 410"V
BRI 2SS 00 (74) 00 —.20 (72) 263" —33 (59)  5.39"W
bAese By 1 —16 (75) 210°™  —20 (65) 302"
et
FLOTHS 03 (68) 47 —31 (63) 468" —36 (62) 566"
ELLIBATHE —.09 (67) 127 —22 (67) 3.16"%  —32 (69) 448"
HEEH D B 06 (68) 78 —.14 (69) 197 ~26 (70)  3.52%W
ROZCETD 26 (59) 410" 30 (64) 44”21 (65) 31277
X EDhGE —12 (64) 183 —41 (63) 614"  —38 (62) 59570
L S
Do 2 (b ) —52 (59)  832"™ —56 (64) 840"Y  —62 (59) 1016
oy 7 AT —18 (67)  254™%  —49 (64) 738" —43 (66) 622"
DIBTDD > T (bv)  —20 (76) 2527 —33 (68) 4.607N  —46 (62)  7.20"W
HIRP (DB o TV (b)) —20 (66) 289" Y —30 (68) 4197 —36 (67) 5247
BLeRTHA —30 (80) 356" —.53 (66) 7.68"" —56 (70) 785"

D) Yaasr a7 AN a=vary, YERIFAT A a-YarFRONLI LEERT B,

W 2) *p<.05, Tp< oL

O TEAME, © “BYWTHBET Thot 5, 64
HEIZBWTIE, BRI 3B USRS 74
T A a—=YarPRenERII 7.
F77, 4AFAEFELEEBICIRT, RYFa47 -4
Va—TarbiFZHFA4T A a—Tarbibd
NG WHEHBWS o7, Thbb, BRI 7AD
BRELAULLOWICHZ TWAERAODHSHZ &0°
oz s iz, AL ERIE) L, NFE4EEDT
A5 BHCEEO 7z OF &Y B (social com-
parison) ASHBEIZ 72 B & & B4R L T\ 525, AHF

ORI, TOLIRHMREFFTHLDELT
BIRCTEXAhd LA, 2%, BoLfiELs
BT 2SI RRIC 2 51201 T, RE
HZECEHEARTEL LI >TLAHDTHA.

5, 6EEDHFERERLE, FVT17 -
£ a—a AR SN 3EEDAMIIZIZTRT
KZBWTERTTFAT - A1) 2= a v OFFEDHERR
sndz. BES (BY - M - VL 1990 ; EE -
ief, 1989) 1 JREHA A & FHEMIC T TOHERK
DEEWEERE L, SEELWIEHF1O0
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KELEEY - BRI THY, LHEDICHELR
FTUAARBRBE R DR TWRERMTHH I L2 IEH
LTwh, 3612, MFEREFEE, heghe
B LERELIETHLLELX LI ENTE
LB Y, HEWBRHMOE L WEENRS
NAEHTLH 52 LI HE STV 5 (Rholes,
Newman, Newman, & Ruble, 1990). L4 L, HC
DFEZHDIHTT 4 TR LRI T 1 ThiEEL
PRBIIMELTEZLONA LI IR A EFTICW
EoTWwipwies, BHOOATT 4 THRE®ICLY
BRI ADOTE R EEZLNL. RIFFEICE
WTh, SEETRTTFA T A Ja—-TYardiR
LNALEEH IR TEY, EH - L (1989)
ODRBLEE—I1ZTHLDTH o7,

W %® 2

BAERNRICLT, BIE1 LEBEOHET, TH
Cy DHEBIZBI AR T4 T - A )a—Tav
(O AHTFTAT A a—Tar) 0BG %IE
LI aEHMETS.

Hik

WHEE 280 563 DM AT (B 264,
THATR) . TFHER(SD) 1341.715% (1348) TH -
7.

BRI KOo7147 -4V a—Va BT sE
MR AL Q999 DRV F 1 T - A a—TYa s
HET»EMETED, OB 2BV T#3Z
Py, TREBR~OBRRME,, TIRRINMEL, TEREM, Ty
REYRFBL, O 5 DO TALTHE, &4 5HE OF251H
HTHRINTBY, 7TEEFETHA. Wil &
E#C TH CEROANEERTH 27212008 B
T¥hy LB MR TESHV SR,

FinE FIFEN OSBRSS R L,
LIV ACHEL, WEOLL L MIEE S
7z 1998F10F BB A B L, EE2RD 7.
FNERIZTI% Tdh - 7.

EREEE

'DCy BHOFHME L EREFED Table 2 [TR S
NTwasb. BgE1 LRI, RYF147 42—
TarFRIoTWLEDREI PEBET LD
12, tHRE % 4T o 72 (Table 2 BH8). Table 2 213K
FHITBI B G (1999) 720 S HkE) b e R
SNTW5,
BAZBOTRY T4 7 - A1) a—Va yHREs
N7zDid, THEBR~OBIME), TERIE, 7o U

# 22 5

TEEN, OBEHEOTNTOEE TH -7 "M
Peyob TEREME, ITBWTIE, KEEICBITAER
LIZIERETH A, L L, TREBA~ORKME,
BWTIE, KEETEATT4 7 4 )a—Tar
DEFEIERSIN TV L, RATIETITHR
VF4T A a—TariFRONLEEEL -
Foo TR BWTh, REETEHRLAY
FAT A Va—=Yar@PRoshTwizd o, K
ANIBWTIE, “BIa V", “BEHTHL” 2BV
TEHRIT 4T A a—TarPRohi Ty
R ICB VW TIEREE LRBOBRTH Y,
YEEERICRZ A" BRI RTOEHIIBWTA
HFAT A a—a s OEESHIRINT.
PDEDHREEF LA L, THRMME, THENME,
e S5O THERAEEL ICBVLTIIREE DR R L
IFIERICTHo. Ll THEXH, & TR~
ORI, 2BV T, HHEIGEVWAERO K, &1F
BIZRTRATERSF 47 -4 ) 2—VarvoR
SNBEHNE ol WR b,

FEHESHEDORE

fFge 1 ERRgE 2, 76 UNICAML (1999) DRFZEE
PR CEZLLE, KVF4T A Ya—Tar
(BRI T4 7 A 2—=Ta)hREohb
BIENE, LR GEERR) L - TR DV EL S
Ly chsb. .
FAEGHLA999) 12 L B)icBwTi, THRAIM,
BLO THESE, OfFEICBNTREY T 7 - A
Ja—Ta YOFEMERS N LHLEFDLD
HEZIE, BECBVWTEE(EEIS L7,
INELEEIIBNTHE, RYF14 7 A a—Tsa
PHRTTFAT AN a—TYard RN VIEH
ML, BOERELR UL SWICEEML TV A
MAMEAZ 7z, LarL, SEEEZEIC, (HITTTo
BEIZBWTCAT T4 7 - A a—Vari/lon
B ENFHLMIIE N

A BT, K4 L FERIC T, &
TEN, OMEICBVTESF 4T - 4 2—
VaradRONIH, TREB~OBRM, OBEic
BWTHLRIT 47 4 ) 2— a v OFEFEIFED
Shic. 7, THAEM, ofEICBVLTHEY
TAT AV a—=TYarPRoNSEEES - 7.

THRRERL o BV TIZ T _T o (BE,
FE, RN IO oTATF4 T -4 Ya—Ts
YIRON, INEVEPS, BOOMNER, LM
TR T L THRALTWA I EHHL SR
7.
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Table 2 RFELHAIBITSE THT, OSSR (EERS) B LU tREOMKE

K& (n=359)

WA (n=73)

DC HH DC tfil
3
HAEWTH B —14 (149) 1.787W —19 (159 99
RO TARDY S 5 —29 (1.17) 4.70%% 01 (.94 09
BUEOHMTALY DS —.95 (1.28) 14.08™% —.34 (1.25) 224" W
BB 57 (1.37) 7.89"® 55 (1.44) 3.247®
| mEmTsrs —.22 (140) 2.98"" 50 (149) 2.85""
BBAOBEKE 0
BH oD [lgAE — 33 (140) 447" 44 (159) 227 @
A5 FHend 5 —01 (1.44) 13 48 (1.48) 263" @
BRI TH B 23 (152) 2.87%W 30 (1.01) 252¢ ®
BURASE (BB, Btz &) 11 (154) 1.36 38 (151) 2.05° ®
CAmThsy —.29 (130) 423" 30 (1.29) 199" ©
G S
Buhhdh s 63 (1.19) 10.04™" 75 (131 476"
BYITHD 54 (1.26) 8.13™ 48 (1.25) 3.25""
BRTH D 27 (142) 3.61%" 30 (121) 207" @
BBOLOTHD 48 (1.38) 6.60™® 92 (1.50) 5,147
CkETH 45 (153) 5.58™® 64 (1.42) 378"
e R B SR
FLHTHDL 56 (151) 7.04" 89 (147) 5.157®
XL ADATHL 23 (161) 2,717 44 (156) 240" ¥
HEEND B 56 (146) 7.28™® 103 (1.18) 7.38"®
WETH b 61 (128 9.04™® 95 (1.33) 6.06""
CASELY —34 (152) 4.04" 51 (142) 3.02""
e
HLEB L =70 (1.26) 1054™ ~ 45 (1.16) 324"
I TH S —.46 (1.32) 6.617% —55 (1.38) 333"
ZH A ND L ~116 (141) 15617 — 88 (145) 506" W
BEEICRZS 66 (1.68) 7457 78 (1.49) 4.36%®
Trvarhky AN LN — 56 (1.27) 8.37W — 33 (1.20) 229%™

F1) kFEEOF—-FIE, L1999 12k 5.

H2) YERATFAT A a=Yards, PEEYFAT A4 a-VarBERONLILEERT S,

E3) Tp<10, p<.05, Tp< Ol

& 2 AT, Taylor & Brown(1988)id, K¥ 7 4
T4 Ya—YareEBNcHi o ECHBED
MR EATHD L EZTVEY, P EHER
OB, IFZFD LD K RBEIEEHEINEZ
ZENTRIBENT. T, RYTFA4T A -
Ya v IHMEPICHEETHY, BETAILONTE
Z A, L\ FRE (Taylor, 1989) b & Ned o
7o AFROKEEIOE, RVT4 T A a—
VarvHRERANEEEL V) LT LY, &

BHERWHLVIZHBNREBCERAED LD, T
DB L ERLY b - BB LRI LDOPEHT
EhnhtEBEbhs.

JitE, ADETROMEIIBWTIL, HOERON
Sk THE, CREET, THOHE, 23895
CLERANS RSN BH(-E 2iE, Baldwin
& Holmes, 1987; Greenwald & Breckler, 1985),
PF4T A -V 8 YiZESEE (2% Baldwin
& Holmes (1987) 1 “H ABER" LIFATVS) %
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&L L-HCERGZOTRZVWAEEZOND.,
BERETIE, ZOZLEFETAILIIRETHY
HBMEFRIAE R VDS, SRIEERNFELEA
L, ShoOMEEBBIRIRIT47 - A
Ja—VavDAH AL Fo TnELVEER
TwWa,

¥/, FEEO—RLICIZEELET S, BIOH
AR 2IZBWTIE, F ¥ TVEFDEWIERD
WEROHEDL B ICh o TWAETD, S#HiITY
vIVHERERL, FRNOME G ELLEIIR
TLBTHAH). FELIIBVWTD, HHFEEEOR
(GhIR st tE) & NP - EWTROBFSE S LB L S
. F7, AEEDHITREIIBNTD 512
IV EERL, RYF4 T A a—-TYaro
BEOKRFTLZELEINE.

A THELONHMEAET—DO/mBELTLES
2, BYF4 7 - 42— aroEREfico
WTELLR AR ZITo TVELZVWEEZ TWA,
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