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Media violence: A classification of violent videos in terms of presentational style

Fujio Yoshida (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572, Japan) and
Shintaro Yukawa (Research Fellow of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science)

Violence on TV and in movies has been evaluated mainly by content analysis (Gerbner &
Gross, 1976) . However, as content analysis is a quantitative assessment of the videos themselves,
it is not clear how viewers feel about violent videos and whether various presentational styles
have the same effects. Thus 3 studies were conducted to test the hypothesis that different
representational styles of violence have different effects on viewers, and specifically the violent
videos with “high level of entertainment” do not elicit aggressive emotions. In Study 1, after
exposure to violent videos of various genres, undergraduates evaluated their impressions on a 24
adjective scale. Factor analysis of the evaluations yielded 4 factors, which were interpreted as
representing light-hearted/gloomy, dynamic, fiction-fantasy, formalistic, respectively. In Study 2,
multiple regression analysis identified two elements in the evaluations of media violence, namely
the levels of violence and of entertainment. The former was characterized by impact, cruelty,
whilst the latter by fiction-fantasy and formalistic. In Study 3, correlation analysis revealed that
(a) the level of violence and level of entertainment for violent videos did not correlate with the
frequency of violent acts, and (b) the level of violence was positively correlated with negative
and empty-powerless affects, whereas th level of entertainment was positively correlated with
positive feelings.

Key words: media violence, violence presentational style, level of violence, level of entertain-
ment.
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