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The role of the retrosplenial cortex in learning and memory in rats: A review

Asahi Haijima and Yukio Ichitani (Tustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305~
8572, Japan)

The present review provides an outline of recent neurcanatomical, electrophysiological and
behavioral findings concerning the retrosplenial cortex in rats. Neuroanatomical studies reveal that
the retrosplenial cortex has dense connections with the hippocampus and its surrounding
cortices—regions that are thought to be important for learning and memory. Electrophysiological
research has shown that the retrosplenial cortex includes head direction cells and that it cooperates
with the hippocampal formation in executing spatial memory tasks. Rats with lesions to the
retrosplenial cortex exhibit impairment on spatial memory tasks employing apparatus like the radial
arm maze, the water maze, and the T-maze. Taken together, this body of research suggests that
the retrosplenial cortex is involved in spatial processing and/or spatial memory.
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1. SEEIZHME

(1) BHEFREEOME

HIREE (cingulate cortex) 1, BNME (genu of
corpus callosum) 7 5 Jis 2 B K ¥ (splenium of
corpus callosum) O EFIALET 2 B5HOEHTH
B, R BRSNS & R
5, BIERESRAEE (anterior cingulate cortex) i
MEEZEO —~HHETHH, BHRFTREE
(posterior cingulate cortex) (XFHTHRZH O —FIHT
HD. INb 2 DOOFEEOBIIE BT O
HEEHDSH B AT, FiEE & R CHLO SN & DR
B OBRDSRELR LI Ehb, FRENOEEI
BRENR LR B EEZ LN T WS (Zilles & Wree,
1995: Whishaw, Maaswinkel, Gonzalez & Kolb,
2001; Warburton, Aggleton & Muir, 1998).

v P REREHE T, BEEIRE E 3 Brodmann O
93%F 15 X U987 £ 308 TR ST w B (Fig. 1A).
Zo) b, 208 L30T RFICHMBERREBERE
(vetrosplenial cortex) &IRENLTWA. LPLT v
NTIE, BEEC RS 23S 5 IR
iz, b ISERERY O KEEEORME T
2005 AHEAS o T B (Fig. 1B)., #D72HTF v b %
BT TIE, BEIRRE & MR AR R
FAZECHVOND Z X%, ARBTIEIME 2 H#H
MIREE L~ L THY 5.

BERRE IR R, Wy R T T R R IR R R
E, WEAAMATE ClES B L Twh. —,
B SAEEIC T TR EREEEL TV,
JEE W T3 % E A (subiculum), BB A
(presubiculum), 3B X UMRHEEE (postrhinal cortex)
EBELTWD, BERHIRE BIZIIN OB 4 2 L
MRSRHEERE 2 FF 00, BEWIREE ORELE 2
LECEEIRESE, BEREIRECHE
(thalamus) & ORICE  ORLESB L UEROED
WD BB &, MOE L O EE L HEICH
ke O L ThA.

(2) KEHD#EFRER & OFRER

BERHTIRR S & % (hippocampus) & DRI OEHEE
B 7 PR ME A LB L CULRESR DD 5 0% (Wyss &
van Goren, 1992), #EE CAIFE & IR E~
DHSTEHEDRE P, HHIREE & CASEE ORI
B EEOMEREN DL Z EDPMESN TS
(Pakhomova & Akopian, 1985 Wyss & van Goren,
1992). BRERHIRREELL, HE & OEBN R
WAL DD LA, EEIEE %A L7y
PR TH L. EERRIEE L, B A

Fig. 1 A: Medial view of the human brain
showing the retrosplenial cortex (area
29 and 30; dark shaded area) and the
posterior cingulate cortex (area 23; light
shaded area). Adapted from Brodmann
(1909). B: Sagittal section of the rat
brain showing the retrosplenial cortex
(area 29 shown as RSA, RSGa and
RSGh; shaded area). Adapted from
Paxinos & Watson (1998). CC = corpus
callosum. RSA=agranular retrosplenial
cortex. RSG=granular retrosplenial cor-
tex.

B R A O E BB TH 5. 1RED
HREEEBEERLEEDOPCTY, WHNEH
(entorhinal cortex) & DRIZIEE IZBREL BT HIED
WA AMEE % 7 > (Wyss & van Goren, 1992;
Burwell & Amaral, 1998). 72, WiEERCHEE
% (parasubiculum) & & A H 253 7 wOEE % 2%
%5 (Wyss & van Goren, 1992). X512, BERK
% (perirhinal cortex) RWEEE, HEA DM
BREHEHPHLZLEIWESINTV S Buwel &
Amaral, 1998; Wyss & van Goren, 1992). # B &
AREEVANT, R & b TR AEEHEEK T R -
TBY, IR EIMIZ & ORI M
DB NIEE THBH (Vogt, 1986; Shibata, 1998,
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2000).

SO L) IBRECHIRE B L, W R e L
H, SOIMREE, FHPEBICEE A % 2
PR E DRI  OMBIRMEE K 2 3> T
5.

(3) FRESESEE OBRER

TRECTTIRFE B, WERE (17856 L U18%) <.k
F. (superior colliculus) 7 &, #EFEHROMIE |2
ErNCB S LT 588 (Dean & Redgrave, 1984)
EDORIZH A DB 2 WM ER D 2
(Domesick, 1969; Vogt & Miller; 1983; Wyss & van
Goren, 1992; Del Cano, Gerrikagoitia & Martinez-
Millan, 2000). %72, EBjE (8%)(Vogt & Miller,
1983; Shibata, Kondo & Naito, 2004) #°5H JHME &8
(Kolb & Walkey, 1987) & b #if&Higrd b, 20
L9 IR, BREISHRCEREROME
2B B4 TR B AL & D AR R D
ZENG, ERATENICBV A EEER L EFERD
MEHRED L) REROLEICES L TWwD I LA
RS2,

PED & N 2 MR, Bk
ERIEER R ELEE BB RO Y LY
LT, FERHEBIUASh0BEERLL TN
Tk, FABRERERCEERE ORI FEL
T, ZZMFRMS B\ ITEEATENC BE L 2RI
HERLZLTWAIENRBENS,

2. BREEFOMRE

B D ESATFENIIEIC L o T, ERORIERST
BT PE o ThEA 22055 7 ORGIE MR O SR8y
LEKBARLNDLZEPMOENTWDS, BEWIRE
BIZBWTiE, 0L v ) BB 2 Bk iEE A &
NaZ &, il s v R R IS % R 3
FEPTFIET B 2 EDHLNIENT WS, KET
X, FNoOEE L EEOBERINE & O EICD
WTHBIT 5.

(1) 6®

0 &k, KERIFEE b OB 2 Mk EE) T,
ENFUGRHEFATE) 2 &4 7 B RIATE S B LT
BB HETHY, BETREERLHES, RS EMK
NOMA BT OWEIEL AT EFMONTWS
(Green & Arduini, 1954; Destrade & Ott, 1982;
Vinogradova, 1995). # 0%, 5 6 JOWFED S,
0 WiEE & BT (LTP) OFHEICIIEELND S
EEZLNB LI o TEL, LTP &L, —B

DT F XA L o Ty F T 2BV BB
WP EFR L, FAFEYMBERN S ABETHY

(Bliss & Lgmo, 1973), 2% %0 5018 00 4 F Y 46 4%
THoHEEZHLNTWD, Larson, Wong & Lynch
(1986) 13, R D CALIAL~ D A #iH 12 100Hz
TADDNNVANDL %5 EHEE RN,

0.1, 0.2, 1.0F 7 iX2.0WOEE T 272 = A,

0.2B0MBOL ZI12R LIPPHHRIhL L %

AL 0.28 L) BRI 0 0B & st 2

Tehb, LTP OF% L #EE 0 WiH i g i
Wb I EHFERBENSD, 7 Givens & Olton
(1990) 1%, WRIFIBIZF P I H A4 Y REALT,

Z ORI A RFEAL L7225 v M THRE % Fuv

TR GERE AT b/, 2ORKE, h
LDTy MIFEOKEIMETL, 20k XifEE e

WASEG LTz, Dk X512, WE 6 313 LTP
DFHEFLHEIDH Y, BHEOREIENLIETT

FOREREORTICEELALNLZ L2 b,
BIZBIT% 6 PGB 3 EMEICE < HhoT s

LEZLND.

BRAHIRE B ICBIT % 0 JEBcB LT, BB
HERE L OB Y R T A MBI RE SN TN,
Sato & Sakata (1999) X, T ¥ Fx HWVT
2 EEOFE I ED W BT ERA S b ERE %
7 MATZR b, RERTROMEE, RNEESB
L UBREFIREEORMEF 5L, FORE, &
HlZetE T B RARBERRE & T, RAN, 2
SER, BARET & ) BEERAT ISR LRI B W
T, W% 0P EBAEERBREAIREE O 0 JRiHE
BLYEH LT, T, BETREEORES
LSRR FEREIC X > CHBE SN DHE 0
WOEEIFES RITL (Destrade & Ott, 1982),
—HEE O HOFEITE b o T s NEIFREz
BIET5L, BT REREORCEELE5 25
(Borst, Leung & MacFabe, 1987). Z D Z &5 5,
BRI B L P R IR I E O R 1
FEBLRITLHoTWVEEEZLNS,

(2) Head-direction cell
“Head-direction cell” (LLF, JFMAIAR) &, midE
EAEERERC BT Taube, Muller & Ranck (1990a,
b) W&o THRESNIHEHMIT, 208, B
JRB2’E (Chen, Lin, Green, Barnes & McNaughton,
1994a, b; Cho & Sharp, 2001), HKEDHIE (Taube,
1995) % % 444 4% (Mizumori & Williams, 1993)
THROPoTwE, HEMigld, 7y bV aE
FriCiZBIfR 2 <, v MW T WA FIAICEFERD
KT B L v ) R % R (Taube et al,
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1990a, b). T DFEKNY L, HEFBE Y B
Wz h, EREERRCUCEENSE 72 <A
TEHVEIIZLTHELLZVY, BREREOMT
BEEEASEDL L ZNIHIE L TE{LT S (Chen
et al, 1994a; Taube et al, 1990b). F 7z & ERH I
REOHEMIEE, BENEEI 2D HE0F» b
BWEEL D BB AL, Ty MTHBMIZEIN
BRI TSR 5K VR RTH, Ty M E
RIS TR - 2% ) 7 v MI& o TIEH
R EE— % S8 Th, FIRFERNREIONY Vi
2L AEIRE W (Chen et al, 1994b). X527
R E T & i, Hm, 5T, 8
S CHBOEREFTMAED S o7 L KT S
MM S FFE T 5 (Cho & Sharp, 2001). ZD &
I 2 MATE) & AR U 7o HiETE B & R I S ER BT
FRREIHERET LI LD, BEFIREETRE
WREZZIT Tl , ZEHFBERONEIZES L Tw5
CENTREEND.

LR &5 BRI B A AR AT
5%, WERIII AR L 2B s CEEER Y
I— F LT3 “place cell” (LLTF, #Arsiia) 2%
AT 5 (OKeefe & Dostrovsky, 1971). J5 [l
JasT v b DN TS FEICEHERIZEKT 20
LT, BIHIEIE S v M B ERICBIT A
EDBIN VB OATEKEEVEE S L)
WorFo., BRI T, MRNEEICOEET S
(Quirk, Muller, Kubie & Ranck, 1992). #5 7 4l Ja
13, BEALS BB ERY BT TIEIRA
NEVFEAL VS, SRS RE S YL L7
DBBIIAIE LTI KRNT BT 5 (Poucet,
Lenck-Santini, Paz-Villagran & Save, 2003). k%7
REEE OWEEN, MRS OGS L BLED S 5
TREME AR & T\ B, Cooper & Mizumori
(2001) i3, BUAHREEREZEITFOT v F OHE
MRENI DT A 504k L7n & 25, BEREED
MBI AT b5 H A4 2K o TAREBAL LB
2, WEDOHFTHIROZEI S VB ET AT L%
RL72. SO XHI, BEFIRRE T ZEBROM
BB CEERLHERLRE EHEICRP VLY %2
LTwaEEzbN5.

LEDEII, Ty b OBEREEDOES AN
FRRATSE, O, BEAIREE I B 2, =N
THHROMIICEES L TWB I EARBENGL, F 72,
RERTIR B LB OIS & B EERH D,
BIABREN L HEES S5 L2 bNDE. b
D EATHRFER A 2 AR BRI S TR ERE
REEDHREL —H A 2D THBE VLS.

3. TERENAR

PP IRER RO R L BHT 5720, D
—~HE EENICEE L g TV, ZhET
B4 R EREOFTICRIZTHREORIBE S
NTEL FICEBICE L CEBEREIENZ S
N, BEZEEESNZS Y P vy AV RERED
BT EELRBERRTIEIEYELRENTE
7z (Olton & Papas, 1979; Morris, Garrud, Rawlins
& O'Keefe, 1982; Rudy & Sutherland, 1995;
Eichenbaum, 1996). —7, & RERICE L T
i, MELIRLT Y PRI AR RN T8RS
BORFFER 2 SND L H 12> TE /2, KETIE, #
B R B DEBIBRIED 5V IIARERLST v b
27 AQREREET I AT TR R IOV
5.

(1) FEHREIRERRE

Sy FOEBEEICOWVTHRET B BICEEICH
WHNBEED—DIISTRRES S 5. ZDEE
%, Olton & Samuelson (1976) 12 & » THEF I h
TERBEROKE T, FROTTy bER—LEEFID
LU BT — A (HLOHBEBAER) THESNLTY
L. BUIRAREEOEEN TR XL, F9PR
DTTy bER=LIZTy MEAN, BT - LD
KEPN-HME2TL VRS CHRICETS
BEVILDOTHS. ZORBETIL, UEEAL
o7 —LICEEATLZE R L CHME & -
TV ZEPERSINSG, D F D RBEIOHFHH
B OEBYZMERR (EHEF2D) 2FHL
T, TTICEALZT —& (BBVIFEAL TV
W7 —L4) OBFEtB L TBLIERNEL LR
B, EFEZT Yy FTIR, WBWREDESEY LY
b, EMFENPY R EICHHLCGREEZZITL T
5 EDFEPD HNTWA,

TR REOZTICBWT, WEERET v b
IFEELEELRT (Olton & Papas, 1979; Jarrard,
1995). BEFIREE L EED 2 WIERERILEn
725y ME, BETRRBEREOBENENRS Z LA
WwEEN TS (Cooper & Mizumori, 1999, 2001;
Vann & Aggleton, 2002, 2004). LA L7556, %
R EEE S v ME, R EHET T &
Hogy e FABES CHREORBENETEL TV
{. Vann & Aggleton (2004) 1%, Rz gE
B L BBAHRKEATEI OBEEIZDOWT, 5105
LGRS 247 % o 72 ISTIRORIE R 2 818 L5
TR EEE T v Mo, IPEENLFEES T4
BIREE, LTOL) % 3 00%&08E417
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ofz, (1) —HEEPSTY FWF, 5 r%20
b, (2) FROTI Y bh—Lt8EL,
ZEFIDPY LHRNONBERIEIFOT T TIAD
T—ATRTEL TOHESESE, (3) o
77y bR—AIC1GBEET L. F0%, BY 4
DDT —LIZHDLHME L 597, ZOE, 7—
L DOFLE % 45° HE & B 72 TORRIEIH I
KFLZ, CRODERPSUES T, BEIREE
BET Yy MIEEHOTEN PN T CABET LS
LI TELDPolDTELEVREEZ T2
Alexinsky (2001) &, T v M ASHATIR e R 4
BHRLBIIC, ZRFEISPY)O—E2E2 CHEY
Thhotz, ZORER, HKHBECRERFEID Y O—
EBAEAL L7 B A T CHEAME T L= icxt L
T, BERIREERET v PREER ST TEVR
BOTETH oz, ORI, BEwmIREEEE
Fu S, EEFEIDPDE) ILFAETER NI L
R, ZEFEFD Y DANOMSPOFEITH Y 2FH L
THREPEITLTWAI LR RETELDTH L &
Wb,

(2) K¥KEEEERE

BUTIRREE L 38 A T < Vv 6 15 28 12 Morris
KKEEDSH B, Morris KK 1%, Morris (1981) 12
Lo TERSNLERT, 2HOFFRIE, M
FEF = a VIZOWTHRETARICHAVWE NS,
COEEIL, KE@HI-LEZEEOT VT, KET
2~3cmD—EDMBIZRBHEDO TS v FF—4
PR Th b, BHENLREETIE, 7y M7 N
BN OPDORY — s ST v 5 LRI
THEL, KPSREETLDIZTT Y bR—L4%
WETAH, KBERNICETTIy bR—a% RoF57
HOFEREDP Y DRV, Iy MakBHOZEET
DY 2 MEATLLENSSL, EFERZT v b, @
FRERR DKL T & R RRAT R 2 LT
e

WREE7 v Ml EORTICEEREEY
AHNDH T LY IELEE SN TE (Morris
et al., 1982; Eichenbaum, Stewart & Morris, 1990;
Moser, Moser & Andersen, 1993). f&EbwiiRiz g8
By b, CORBEOZRTIIEEL R T
(Sutherland, Whishaw & Kolb, 1988; Whishaw et
al., 2001; Vann & Aggleton, 2002). 7z 72 L, #1#i
OFAT TR IR ERBE 5 v MIHlEE &
THBIEBBFHESREVD, BT n ek
HEEEOWRP DAL, £ DOBE, HRilEE L R
EEFTHREOZRATHFAEL T, Vamm &
Aggleton (2004) %, FEEPUIHEWNFEHS Y ik

& L CI2H B OSHEEM% Lizts, Z2MEr
DEMDBR e, BEROHENENDY 21T
DR EEGTT AN 245 % 07 BFFEBIEmT
&, MHORTIEBEREEEE T v NIk
L RBEEEED R o 72 AS, BATAED IC o T
BEBIEAA L7z, EOBOEFND Y LT
&, BHBEDT v MIEH D&M WT D Wk
BEEO LR HB L NIA, BB EEET v b
BEERDOEBENFS ) 2B B i-LEcoan
BB LF L7z, CORRDP S, BEERgy
BT v MIEBFELS S0 2FE L CHEEY FTT
BIENTELZVIENRERENSE, DF ), B
WIREEEED?T v POEBORMPEIBIcEE
BIZLIzEEZLNS.

(3) BROVEREE

Zv by A, BRICRZV iy Lizo b
DHBYERRLYWROD - 7-AIE L Y b, HE WK
RIF RO D DRI L T2 & OB
Brimses )L, ThEfIELE
P L L CHEN AR & BSN0 E EEE
A B (Ennaceur & Delacour, 1988, 1992). —
BB TFREE, =T 74—V PRI 2 ~ 418
OYWHEEENT, 7 v MIEBHEIZERSETHMLS
W, —HEE»S T v bR BT, —~EOREE
BWictk, BUF -7 74—V FR2ERSES
EVIBDOTHE. BREEHEIIBNT, Zn60
WiEDI B 1 ook EzZzY, 1o0WE
DNBEZXESED Ligs, EER2T v P T
OB EWED B VIFHHF MBI D L YE~O
B ERE AT 5.

WRIEG 7 v M RBRMWIREEEE T v ML, B
BB CIIEE 2T v b & AMICHE R
T B B IRRASHIN L 7228, (B FEHRE T
R MEICD D WAE~OBEMR BRI L &
» o 7z (Ennaceur, Neave & Aggleton, 1997; Vann
& Aggleton, 2002; Parron & Save, 2004). Z @ 2
LD O BIECIRE R L, EEORAD B IEFEREIC
HMELTwa7, lx DWEORMPREICIIES
LTOVBLIEEHEREEZ OGNS,

(4) BEF REAEHEIEE

THEL AT ¥ Mk Ex HWiGBIEIERARS
WL, KSR R IERERE 2 RET S A RE
ELTEHCHWLENRT WS, BIEIERARE b
&, IBATOTRAH, BIEMB L CBIRHO 300
BECTHER SN TwD, RARCIERBEL TN
1207 =2 N—% R LT, FIIRLT
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LEHMES 2, BEPTCIIFALESIOEIELE
AL, BRYTIE RARE IR L7l & s i
WL ZRAT A, BREICBWT, 7y MIE
RO ERINT A Z EAER SR, ELLRE
T 57z, B A AR TR A 5
TR N—%HEXTBLLENHAL, L2L,
ZOBMTIBTTORAED LHERTHL I LH
b, RMEED LI ITHEARAIRIFL TBLE
v, Lo 0, BIEIERASbEHEIT “—
BAY 72 E0E” (temporary memory) (Rawlins, 1985)
EFFALTAHELDTHLEEZLND,
COET, WEEET v ML, BEREITE<
B DI TIERUGEDZE L CIET LA, %y
REBEET v MITLALYEES RS L7
(Neave, Lloyd, Sahgal & Aggleton, 1994). Z @ Z
L SBRETIREE L, R ERoSHCRE
BRRENIR LT W BB TR S 5.

(5) REMRISHEE

Meunier, Jaffard & Destrade (1991) i, = 7 &
PWEAE LTHBTHAWT, 1B ICHEEZE
LMD T = LADERT B BT HNRE LT 2 o 72,
COERTIE, 2KOT7—240 LEICHRNYES
NL—FOT7— 5 (FEzEE) ~EANT LR
PR %, BTHIEO <, 5T cERGT
HET (BIBELE) IThol, BEEELEALE
b, 54, 6IER, 24RMEZICHRET 2 b i 18T
TOT ol UREZOREET A Mok CRT
(0T W RHOEBFAHEE) T, BTH &I
DT — L THEBIPESRBELICLE. T0XIIC
ITHI A E SRS 7 — L 9SHEE$ 5 2l H
PERRE L REET A % 5 0D B LAT% o 723,
I0HEOEEZ H 1 CHUTZEEANRELTE -
. TOLE, HNEBSNLET L5 HEDR
BEFEHOT7 -5 THolz, FORKE, HBEHER
FHEEGT v ME, B0 3 HEOBEILMEL -
TETOFATHEIRBE L LNTE P o7 Ll
LSS, BRBEOGEET AT, 5505 624H
BOEDEMETHHHEE FREOERIGETH -
720 8510, 10HMOMMEE BT 725022/ F R
T, BRE CoOMITRSREIE L I TE U
KU7z, o0& CHIEREERGED, ZHH
PIBREOMINIZBEINEL, 210 MH 7%
DZEMFFIREIC B 5HE T TORTHIBAL
72—FT, ZEAIENEE SRR X b Tl
EERS o722 &5 5, Meunier et al. (1991)
BESTIREED, EoRB av icizgs L
Ty, ZHIBEROFFLCEHOTE ok

529 &

AW L TWwh EEEL.

PEo Xz, ITEREN LRI TI, BERIR
BEEET v ME, EHEEREOZRTICEE 2R
TIEDHSPI o7, T, BRO—EN R
FLOdoLARMORE O AITHE LT
ZEDRE S NG, RIFEICBIT A BHNIRE
BoBENZ WL T ZHEl D% 85 4 R
PLETH 5.

& H

MBS P BRI IER I EE R £
FTIENEL SN TWAE, LaL, WEFNEMT
SWBEBHAIC D o TV B DT L, HHD
B & o fEIR & I L CRLBRERE A EB LT b & E
AoND. ERIEE YN L CHE & Bk
WHEER A OB IRE B, 0 L9 2HEEO
—DThHHEELILNBED, EDL ) LRy 27
LTwbDONRINFTHEVRETEINTZI Lo
7o, AR, BIESHREEICHEE R R EBEN, B
BEECEMERERT LR, TAY YA T—IH
CHAFTERED L ) RRELRMEEOEE
) EBREIIBWT, BEIREE DM
EHRREL TVD LWL IR Y, BEHEIR
BEOREBIIBIT A HECHE & ORFERY 2 B
WHEEPET > T&7, BRAEBFENLZIEDI S,
BER IR AT B % b oM T
B bR, BERHIREE ORIIEEATEERE O %
THICHEORMEEE & RS 5 2 & 05H 5 5
Lo T&7 Tz, ITEEENERICBVY T, #
WA EIRE T v ey ADEIEEE, o
FEERECETREL TR T I e HRESNE L)
% oTE&k. DT Ehs, BREREE» T
TR S BE LI ICE S L TnB 2 &, i
BB L TEOBELTRIZLTWA I EIRES
Na. L Lad bBEnREESEANIZED X
I TUEAICHEE L TWADY, HEOHKIEE Y
DEIHEDL> TVREDDIIDOWTIRESHD L )3
RS e at T (O
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