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Developing a manipulative strategy scale

ANE E

Hitomi Terashima and Masahiro Kodama (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba
305-8572, Japan)

This study develops a scale to evaluate strategies for manipulating others and to examine its
reliability and validity. The results of a pilot study, with a questionnaire completed by 203
undergraduates, indicted that manipulative strategies consist of four quadrants: manipulating the
feelings or actions of others from a superior position .and manipulating the feelings or actions of
others from.an inferior position. Selecting 27 items from the pilot survey, a preliminary scale was
administered to 402 undergraduates. Factor analysis indicated that 21 items on the manipulative
strategy scale are consistent with a four-factor structure. This finding supports our expectations.
The content validity and the factorial validity of the manipulative strategy scale were confirmed, and
sufficiently high Cronbach’s alpha and test-retest correlations support the scale’s reliability. These

results suggest that the scale can be used to evaluate manipulative strategies.
Key words: manipulation, manipulative strategy, reliability, validity
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