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A Simulation Training system for Earthquake shelter Program (STEP) has been developed, and
evaluated in terms of its effectiveness. Previous role-playing (ver. 0.1) and panel-presentation (ver.
0.2) versions were revised, and prototype HTML versions (ver. 0.3 and ver. 0.4) were developed.
STEP ver. 0.4 presents fictional situations, such as ‘there has been a big earthquake, and you run
to an elementary school’, to participant groups and asks them to discuss appropriate behavior for
shelter leaders to take. Fifty-eight undergraduate students at six universities participated in training
sessions using STEP ver 0.4, and evaluated its effectiveness. The participants reported that the
sessions were ‘fun and not boring’, and ‘didn’t seem too long’, and evaluated STEP as being
effective for disaster prevention education. However, many participants felt that the problem was
rather difficult and opinion was split concerning the realistic-ness of the situation. Based on these

evaluations, STEP ver. 0.5 is being developed.
Key words: disaster prevention, shelter, game
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