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Judgment criteria concerning gender equality within feminism

Miyoko Ui and Yutaka Matsui (Institute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-
8572, Japan)

The present study examines opinion concerning gender equality within feminism, theories of
feminism, and the debates over working women and the status of housewives, by comparing the
viewpoints of female college students from the perspective of the judgment criteria for gender
equality proposed by Ui (2002). The results of analysis indicate that while gender equality within
feminism in the public domain is based on the four criteria of ‘equal opportunities’, ‘the principle of
necessity’, ‘the principle of equality’, and ‘procedural justice (social movement)’, in the private
domain, gender equality is based on the two criteria of ‘the principle of male and female traits’ and
‘procedural justice (being on equal terms with husband). Thus, there would seem to be a
considerable overlap between feminism and the judgment criteria for gender equality held by female
college students. However, while there was greater variety in the judgment criteria for feminism
among feminists, there was greater variety in the judgment criteria for each individual among
female college students.

Key words: judgment criteria concerning gender equality, gender-egalitarianism, feminism, sex-role
attitudes, social justice theory
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7xIZALTHE, FICEOERICESFETS
n, Bl TizEx s MHREFETEDOND
MO ZEREOWHEL, B - EFTLVOEHE
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