Tsukuba Psychological Research

69

2012, 44, 69-78

REEICE T DEMREREEE %ﬂﬁﬁiaet’()* It & DESE
—HEREZ - 0IC—

SRR AR SRR R M ET
B AR B LIRS
SEREAMS EO

The relationships between relational aggression, cognitive characteristics and adjustment in
Japanese junior-high school students: Focusing on hostile attribution

Naoko Umezu (Graduate School of Comprehensive Human Sciences, Universily of Tukuba, Tsukuba
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The purpose of this study is to examine the relationships between relational aggression and Social
Information Processing (SIP), by focusing on intent attribution which is the second step of SIP. We
hypothesized that self-schema regarding being disliked by others (distrust self schema) and beliefs regarding
the rationalizing of aggression (aggressive schema) promote hostile attribution because it is assumed
that these schemata are referred to when inferring intention within SIP. Additionally we examine the
relations between relational aggression and feelings of adjustment for school life. 390 Japanese junior-high
school students (male=198, female=192) answered a self-report questionnaire that measures aggression/
victimization, the two schemata, hostile attribution, and feelings of adjustment. The results indicate that
hostile attribution within relational provocation contexts is affected by both schemata. This suggests that
the distrust self-schema is used as a clue when making inferences about a provoker's behavioral intensions.
High hostile attribution within relational situations predicts high relational aggression. Furthermore, the
findings show that victimization from relational aggression negatively affects feelings of adjustment, while a
relational aggressive tendency positively affects “approved as classmate” within boys.

Key words: relational aggression, physical aggression, bullying, junior-high school student, social
informaition processing
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