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A Learner Needs Analysis for the Intermediate and
Advanced “Listening” Classes (J500-900) at the
International Student Center of the University of Tsukuba

SHIN Jeongeun, SAKAI Takako

[Abstract] This paper is a report on the results of the “listening” portion of an
investigation of learner needs conducted for the purposes of course design. The
participants of the investigation were 225 students of Japanese classes at the J500-
900 levels. The investigation utilized a free-answer format. The question items were
in regard to 1) situations in which students feel the need for listening practice, 2)
the kinds of activities for which listening skills are necessary, and 3) the areas stu-
dents feel are difficult. We subdivided the responses and analyzed them using a
categorization methodology, after which we attempted to clarify trends based on
answer ratios. The first question item was divided into academic and non-academic
situations, and within academic situations, the most frequent answer was that there
is an especially high necessity in regard to “seminar/class” situations, where the
speaker is the “instructor.” In regard to the second item, a large number of answers
were found to correspond to instrumental motivational categories such as “study”
and “living.” In regard to the third item, it was found that a large number of
answers focused on vocabulary deficiencies and speaking speed.
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