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Reading Activities in Regard to the Reading Materials :
a report on an intermediate reading class

TAKAHASHI Junko

[Abstract] This is a report on Japanese reading class activities for intermediate
students. The most important objective is to “enjoy reading”. Accordingly, the author
chose appropriate reading materials and arranged the reading order based on this
principle. Reading in a classroom does not only mean decoding texts, but also requires
the students to think over what they read and express their interpretations either
orally or in written form, which can be shared and discussed using their acquired
language skills. The author prepared small tests to help the students remember
vocabularies and expressions in the texts. As an extensive reading practice, students
were asked to collect information concerning the background of the texts. Students
were challenged with creative writing tasks, such as writing Haikus, or developing
a story they had read. Practicing reading aloud in the whole class and in small
groups helped the author to correct the students pronunciation and intonation.
[Keywords] enjoy reading, exchange of ideas, small tests, extensive reading,
practicing reading aloud, creative writing
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