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A study of preschoolers’ cognition of lying: The effect of speaker trait on credibility predictions

Makoto Tate and Kunijiro Arai (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-8572,
Japan)

This study investigates the effect of speaker trait in episodes on children’s credibility
predictions for lying and truth-telling. Children were presented with one of four episodes. These
episodes varied according to the trait of the story character (speaker), either good or liar, and
whether they lied or told the truth to another character (listener) about a misdeed. After each
episode, the children were asked whether or not the listener believed the speaker’'s statement and
their reasons for that judgment. Eighty-seven preschoolers (mean age =05 years, llmonths)
participated in this study. The experiment has a 2 (speaker trait: good vs. liar) X2 (statement: lie
vs. truth) design. The preschoolers judged that lie statements were less credible than truth
statements. Moreover, there was a tendency to judge the good speaker making a truth statement as
being more credible than the other conditions. The results suggest that preschool children may be
able to consider speaker traits in their credibility judgments.
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