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A brief review of studies of preschooler deception

HrHFEER

Makoto Tate and Kunijiro Arai (Iustitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-

8572, Japan)

Deception is defined as any act that deliberately conceals or falsifies information in order to
manipulate another’s thoughts or behavior. Research into deception within preschoolers has been
conducted within developmental research into the ‘theory of mind’. In this paper, we discuss (a)
how this line of research began; (b) when preschoolers are able to deceive others and to
comprehend false belief; (c) whether active participation in deception promotes an understanding of
false-belief; and (d) the relation between deception and its executive functions. Finally, we discuss

issues for future research.
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