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Abstract

This essay explores the way Alzheimer's disease is depicted in Japanese films
in the first decade of the 21* century, focusing on changes in the relationship
between patients and their carers. In the Japanese films of the previous decades,
the patients of Alzheimer's disease, who were mostly female, were cared by their
equally aged spouses, and the aged couples sometimes ended up committing a
double suicide. But the first decade of the 21% century has signaled a new, hopeful
phase of Alzheimer's films: an aged female patient is.cared by her daughter, who is
sometimes replaced by a daughter-in-law (or a granddaughter-in-law), with great
compassion and sincerity. A new image of the two women, a patient and her carer,
walking hand in hand, is emblematic of the 21" century Alzheimer's films. Such
a positive image can be said to have been materialized under the influence of the
feminist thought prevailing in Japan in the 1980s-90s.
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