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Developing a Judgment Criteria Scale for Gender Equality

Miyoko Ui and Yutaka Matsui (Imstitute of Psychology, University of Tsukuba, Tsukuba 305-
8572, Japan)

This study aims to develop a scale to evaluate the importance of the criteria applied in judging
the presence or absence of gender equality in the allocation of roles and resources between men
and women (Ui, 2002). Two kinds of questionnaires were created and compared for validity. In the
first questionnaire, participants were asked to evaluate the gender equality between men and
women, in situations where role allocation varied, such as house work and in the workplace. The
importance of each criterion was also measured. In the second questionnaire, participants were only
asked to evaluate the importance of the relevant criteria. A problem identified with the first
questionnaire was that specifying a particular role allocation situation tended to make the relevant
criteria more salient. In contrast, in the second questionnaire, the level of importance of each
criterion reflected the criteria used in situations proposed by Ui (2002). This study, therefore,
suggests that the second questionnaire provides a more appropriate measurement of judgment
criteria.
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