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Geographical Transformation of the Toulouse Metropolitan
Area under the EU Integration

Nobuo TAKAHASHI, Akira TEZUKA, Yuji MURAYAMA,
Atsushi TAIRA, Komei MATSUMURA, Keisuke MATSUI and Hironobu ODA

I'n more than 50 years since the end of the Second World War, Teulouse has been undergoing an
immense structural transformation, The present study examined this transformation from three
aspects: population, industry, and commerce, The major findings from this examination were as
follows:

In all three aspects, the Toulouse Metropolitan Area has been undergoing significant changes in
its urban structure since 1960. As an urban island in a vast rural sea, Toulouse has boasted an
expansive sphere of influence since the days of the Roman Empire, From its overwhelming
dominance at regional level, Toulouse has also been noted as a kind of regional version as Paris.
Because it caovers an expansive administrative district, it appears that in all aspects of population,
industry, culture, education, etc., an overconcentration of functions is occurring in the city center and
the functional completeness within the city limits is becoming even more entrenched.

Since 1960, the trend has been a transformation of such traditional urban structure. The
commuter flow structure that had been in place in the city before that time is now becoming widely
dispersed into surrounding communes. To respond to the suburbanization of residential areas, large
shopping centers were built in rapid succession in neighboring communes and started to attract
customers from a wide hinterland. The same type of phenomenon was also seen in the distribution of
factories and educational and research institutes, As a result, the distribution of employment, which
had been concentrated in the city center, has become multi-polar, and employment cores are
gradually growing in surrounding commaunes. In contrast, robust urban redevelopment projects are
now being undertaken to turn the ruins of large facilities that were expelled from the city center into
new facilities that are worthy of a city of one million,

Key words:  Toulouse metropolitan area, EU integration, urban planning, urban system,
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