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Published debate regarding haiku between Yobun Kaneko and Shikyo Fujita
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Abstract

Yobun Kaneko was a novelist, dramatist and politician of the Taisho and Showa periods. He contrib-
uted to the beginning of the Japanese proletarian literature movement by publishing a magazine called
Tanemakuhito with Omi Komaki. He also had a key role in publishing its successors and was recog-
nized for these works.

It is less well known that he wrote haiku poems over several decades, and published a haiku collec-
tion titled Omonogawa in his later years. Therefore we focused on his involvement with haiku and
investigated a significant incident involving one of his haiku poems.

Shikyo Fujita, who was a haiku poet in AKkita, criticized the poem in Akita Sakigake Shinpo on Janu-
ary 1, 1935. Kaneko and Fujita started a debate over haiku in the magazine. It is apparent from our
review of Kaneko' s contributions to this debate that he had only a poor knowledge of haiku at that
time. Kaneko did not publish any more haiku poems over 45 years after this incident. This fact and our
analysis of the debate indicate that it had a substantial impact on Kaneko as a haiku poet.
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