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The significance of the “Expositio in Boetii De Trinitate” of Thomas Aquinas
Naoki KUWABARA

“Expositio in Boetii De Trinitate” (EBT) of Thomas Aquinas is the important text in which his
theory of scientiae (studies) is developed. In this report, I surveyed the total constitution of EBT, and
especially I examined the issues in its first and second questions.

The contents of the question 1 were critical examinations about the epistemological problems that
provide the premises for theology. Here, the decisive importance of Aquinas’ epistemology based on
his empirical interpretation about the active intellect was made clear.

In article 1, Aquinas confutes the so-called “illumination theory”, and admits the self-subsistence
of the human intellect to a certain degree, but he also shows the limit of its ability.

In article 2, the possibility of the recognition of God by the human mind was examined. As the
result of the empirical theory about the active intellect, Aquinas denies the possibility to “recognize
God by His own proper form” for a temporal human being. It was shown that the only possible
natural theological recognition for human being is “that God is” through the creatures as their cause.

In article 3, as a result of the empirical character of the recognition by the active intellect, it was
shown that God is not the first thing recognized by human mind, but recognized later than other
things for human beings.

In article 4, the claim of the possibility of the natural cognition for the Trinity was rejected. For,
what we can recognize about God by natural reason is only what he can know from His various
effects through their relations.

Based on the above-mentioned elucidation made by the question 1, in the question 2 the possibility
of the theology as a “scientia” is examined.

At first, in article 1, the role of the rational search for the faith is clarified.

And, in article 2, the very possibility of the theology as a “scientia” is examined. Here the concept
of the “scientia” is expanded from its strict meaning of Aristotle. Aquinas limits the characteristic
of the scientia only to the point that “from the known things the other things are concluded
necessarily”. He uses analogical inference with the dependence in different kind of scientiae (studies),
and concludes that theology is a scientia that assumes principles (the starting points) that the faith
provides as principles (the starting points) that “higher scientia” provides.

In article 3, the condition for the proper “use” of philosophy for theology is clarified.

In article 4, the legitimacy of the use of difficult language in the theology is considered.

In the question 2, the importance of “the faith” as “the starting point” is emphasized. And the

research continues to the question 3 discussing legitimacy of the “faith” itself as the subject.
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