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J. Hick’s Theory of Free Will:
A Response to the Challenge from Neuroscience

Atsuhiko HORO

Today the neuroscience is rapidly advancing. Many disciplines of humanities and social sciences
are suffering crucial criticism from it. The Study of Religions is not an exception. On the basis of
the results of neuroscientific experiments with leading-edge technology, some naturalistic scientists
and philosophers insists that “mind” is a temporary by-product of the operations of the brain, and so
that religious experience is not an authentic awareness of a kind of ultimate reality transcending the
material universe, but a mere reflection of physical evens in the human brain that functions according
to the natural causation. In the second part of his recent work, The New Frontier of Religion and
Science: Religious Experience, Neuroscience and Transcendent (Palgrave Macmillan 2006), John Hick
responds to this kind of challenge head-on. This paper tries to analyze his counterarguments against
the naturalistic determinism mentioned above, to examine how their validity can be estimated among
japanese leading philosophers of science, and again to show that, through his apology for free will,
Hick aims to criticize the naturalistic and Cartesian view of nature and to introduce a new concept of
“nature” (not naturalistic, so to speak, pure nature) that can’t be reduced to the physical objects or

matter.





