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Enlightenment and Education in Modern China:
Focusing on the discourse of “Broaden People’s Knowledge”
at the end of the Qing Dynasty

Takanori UEDA

At the end of the Qing Dynasty in China, faced with a fateful crisis of a nation under the influence of the
major powers, many intellectuals proposed that China become aware of the necessity to enlighten its people and
spread Western modern scientific knowledge as well as establish a school system and implement both social
and common education. “Broaden people’s knowledge” was an expression frequently used at the time.

In this paper, I consider what the expression meant in the discourse of “Broaden people’s knowledge” and
based on the context of the period, analyze it in terms of what methods were adopted to “broaden” what kind of
“knowledge” for which “people” specifically.

The idea of “Broaden People’s Knowledge” was based on Thomas Henry Huxley’s “Evolution and Ethics”
which was translated by Yan Fu and it was greatly influenced by Social Darwinism. And, what drew the
attention of China, where the modern school had not yet spread, as a key to broaden “knowledge” was the
notion of common education which was transmitted from Japan.



	0002
	0003
	0004
	0005
	0006
	0007
	0008
	0009
	0010
	0011
	0012
	0013
	0014
	0015
	0016

