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A Study on the Fielding opportunity in Baseball
— Centering on the Defense Formation by Infielders —

Yasuo KUNUGI

Abstract

By the analyses of 277 games in which right handers went the full nine innings, out
of all 571 games in The Shuto Baseball League during the last 16 seasons extended for
8 years from spring of 1981 to autumn of 1988, the following facts were revealed:
1. From one third to half of the whole batters met pitching from a set position.
2. The opportunity to use a bunt shift was 2 to 4 times per game, and a halfway posi-
tion was 3 to 4 times, a drawn-in infield was 0 to 2 times, a pick-off play shift was 3 to
5 times, respectively. )
3. “The situation of a third-base-occupied two-outs or a second-and-third-base-
occupied two-outs which doubles the pressure on infielders” was appeared 1 to 3 times
per game.
4. The faraway infield formation including “the situation of no runner” occupied high
ratio from 60 to over 70 percent of all fielding opportunities.
5. Each of the bunt shift, the halfway Position and the pick-off play shift occupied 10
percent of the whole used defense formations, and the opportunity to use the drawn-in
infield was one twentieth.
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