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Function of “DA” 1n Japanese Discourse:

Focusing on the Single-Use of “DA”

Yajing LIU

This paper examines the single-use of “DA” in Japanese discourse, which is used at the beginning

of a turn. Previous studies points out that “DA” is an auxiliary verb. However in this paper I claim

that “DA” is not an auxiliary verb but a formal verb. It also points out the problems of previous

studies on the function of “DA”. In conclusion, I claim that the single-use of “DA” has a function to

substitute a verbal or nonverbal context.
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