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The Semantic Type and Expression Function of
YONE in Natural Dialogue

Huifang ZHANG

As one of the expression forms of “confirmation”, YONE has been analyzed much from the
perspective of semantics by the previous studies. These studies, focusing on the sentences
containing YONE, have not given sufficient weight to the dialogue nature of confirmation. This
dissertation, with natural dialogue materials as the target of analysis, defines the nature of the
information from the dialogue process and the interaction of two dialoguers, and reclassifies the
semantic types of YONE. The expression function of YONE in the dialogue is “to seek and
express sympathy”. The semantic type and its function are closely connected with the basic
semantic characters explicitly demonstrated by the previous studies, and integrated with each other.

This observation on the natural dialogue discloses the connotation of confirmation of YONE.
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