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Chinese Mandarin Native Speakers'
Accent-Learning Problems Predicted
According to Characteristics of Tones in

Mandarin

PAN Hsin-ying

In second language acquisition, mother tongue has most effect upon phonology acquisition. If
constituents of phonology are similar to mother tongue, it is easy to acquire the language, while if
the constituents differ from mother tongue it is difficult to learn. This research aims to clarify how
mother tongue influences accent acquisition in Japanese, so I had clarified the characteristics of
mother tongue and held an inquiry into the problems in learning accent. Finally, in the case of that
Chinese Mandarin native speakers learn accent of Japanese, the result could be predicted as the
following. (1) No matter how many moras, finally accented is hard to learn. (2) There is no
problem to learn initially accented 2-mora word, flat 3-mora and 4-mora word, and 2nd mora

accented 3-mora and 4-mora word.
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