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The study on a return of short service in table tennis match

Tsuneo KURAKI, Shintaro ANDO

Abstract
The purpose of this study was to investigate the relation between returns of short
services and winning points in table tennis matches between the top-ranking players.
The services and the returns of services were classified, and then the probability of
winning a point was computed. 11matches between Swedish players and Chines play-
ers in the World Table Tennis Championships from 1985 to 1989 were analyzed.
Main results were as follows ;

1. 70.2 percents of all services used by the Swedish players were short services.
75.1 percents of all services used by the Chinese players were short services.

2. When a short service came,the receiver who won the game tended to win a point
on higher percentage than his opponent.

3. The Swedish players mainly used a backspin push (48.5%—48.9%), a drop shot
(34.6%—27.8%) and a flick (13.5%—9.7%) to return a short service.The Chinese
players mainly used a flick (46.7%—43.2%), a drop shot (27.2%—24.6%) and
a backspin push (19.3%—18.9%).

4. The players made an error to hit a flick on high percentage (15.2%—28.6%) in
both teams. ‘

5. The obtained data suggested that a backspin push was effective as a return of
short service.
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WINNER LOSER year
Waldner 2—1 Jiang 1989
Appelgren 2—1 Jiang 1989
Appelgren 2—0 Chen 1989
Persson 2—1 Chen 1989
Waldner 3—0 Teng 1987
Waldner 3—0 Chen 1987
Jiang 3—1 Waldner 1987
Chen 2—0 Persson 1987
Jiang 2—1 Appelgren 1985
Chen 2—=1 Waldner 1985
Teng 3—1 Appelgren 1985
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