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A study of a collection of haiku poems Shigureshu

Toyoaki WATANUKI
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Abstract

A collection of haiku poems titled Shigureshu seems not to have been paid attention to so much
because it has not information about the editor, the publisher and the purpose of publishing it. As a
result of analyzing its contents, it became clear that it was compiled on the occasion of the two-hun-
dredth anniversary of Matsuo Basho' s death. As it was in the 26™ year of Meiji (1893), the Shigureshu
must have been published in that year or around that year. Seiga, who was a famous haiku poet in
Shinshu-Suwa region, compiled it and died on September 4, the 27" year of Meiji (1894). The word
“shigure” in haiku indicates that the season is winter. Therefore, it is hard to think that it was com-
plied in the 27 year of Meiji. In addition, the word “torikoshi” , which means “advancing the date”
in Japanese, is not in it. In consequence of these reasons, we should consider that it was complied in
the winter of the 26" year of Meiji. Events and publications related to the two-hundredth anniversary of
Basho’ s death attract attention in the way that they were conducted and published all over the coun-
try. Shigureshu is important in the study of haiku poems in Meiji era as a collection of haiku poems
related to the two-hundredth anniversary of Basho’s death.
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